
BelleClair Speedway will be the site of the first 

Mini FanFest ever held by POWRi.  The event will 

be in conjunction with the 2 day race program 

celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the first 

Midget race in St. Louis, held in the old St. Louis 

Arena. 

This year‟s Anniversary event will have a full 

midget/micro program on Friday, June 25, fol-

lowed by another  full midget/micro program with 

an expanded format on Saturday, June 26.  

The Mini FanFest will be on the fairgrounds 

Saturday afternoon prior to the ticket office 

opening. Included in the plans are a Vintage 

Race Car Show, a remote radio broadcast fea-

turing Bruce “Moose” Loyd, a St. Louis Auto 

Racing Fan Club Members Only Pot Luck, auto-

graph and photo sessions. More features are in 

the planning stages.  More info about the week-

end will be on  the POWRi website before then. 

www.powri.com 

The K ings of  POWRi  

              In t roduc ing  Dereck  and Kara  and Rick  K ing  

POWRi Fan News                    

Mini  Fan Fest  Set  For  June 26 a t  Bel leC la i r  Speedway  

Families have always been an 

important part of Midget Racing 

and a walk through the pits at a 

POWRi event will take you to the 

scene of a perfect example—the 

King Family—Dereck, Kara and 

their father, Rick. 

Dereck, who is 25 years old, and 

Kara, who is 3 years younger, 

both began their driving careers 

at the same time in 2000, with Dereck starting in Mi-

cros and Kara in Jr. Sprints.  

In 2006 Dereck added driving a Midget to his repertoire 

and Kara turned to running Sprint cars the same year 

and then joined the Midget group in 2008. 

The brother and sister have different driving styles and 

different challenges. The change from Micros to Midg-

ets was not a big problem for Dereck. He saw the big-

gest difference in the weight and power and that 

switching back and forth between the different cars 

during a single night of racing calls for a lot of „mental 

gymnastics‟ in making adjustments. He is in no hurry to 

move on to other forms of racing and is enjoying 

the seasons as they happen. Dereck, by trade is 

a Plumber and has worked for Litton Ent. for the 

last 8 years. Although he has a girlfriend at this 

time, he says he is still enjoying the single life. 

Kara, by contrast, is dating Tyler Robbins, an-

other POWRi driver, and is quite happy in this 

spot. She works as an RN in Carbondale Hospi-

tal and loves the job, but also loves driving the 

Micros and Midgets. She says that unlike De-

reck, she has felt a big difference between the 

two types of cars and feels the wing is a big 

difference. She like small tracks better and is a 

different kind of driver than Dereck. Although she changes gears and tires, 

she leaves the major technical decisions to her owners and crews, but defi-

nitely doesn‟t like cleaning the muddy cars after the races. She encourages 

other females to take the plunge and enjoy driving race cars. 

Both drivers have their father, Rick King, to thank for owning the Micros 

they drive.  Rick has also taken up driving Midgets, along with Dereck and 

Kara for Harris Racing in Vergennes, IL.  In a recent Heat Race at The Dean 

King Memorial Race at DuQuion, IL, all three were in the same race. It was 

a little confusing but remarkable.  Watch for the Kings of POWRi this sum-

mer at the tracks and stop by and visit with them. You‟ll like it.  
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  Special points of interest: 

¶ POWRi has a Chaplain who 

travels with the organization 

¶ POWRi is celebrating their 5th 

year of providing the best in 

Midget and Micro racing  

¶ Average Midget car count is 31 

¶ Average Micro car count is 45 

¶ 14 race dates rained out in 

2009  

P e r f o r m a n c e  O p e n  W h e e l R a c i n g I n c . w w w . p o w r i . c o m 
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NE capturing the Corn 

Husker Midget Challenge.  

He finished 2nd at Osborne, 

Canton, Jacksonville, and 

Belleville.  He also had four 

3rd place finishes and a 4th 

place finish.   

   Brad lives in Avon, Indiana 

and is 29 years old. He at-

tended Purdue University 

and majored in Mechanical 

Engineering. If you catch up 

with him on July 24, wish 

him a Happy Birthday. 

   Keep your eye on Brad this 

year and see if he 

can make it a 3 year 

record as POWRi 

Champ. Stop by his 

pits and take a pic-

ture and get an auto-

graph. He is a great 

example of our 

POWRi guys. 

  

 

 

Follow the race results on www.powri.com 

   Our champion in 2009 

had an incredible season.  

Driving for several car own-

ers in the POWRi series, 

Brad Kuhn became our 1st 

two-time POWRi National 

Midget Champion.  

  We have all heard that 

consistent finishes win 

championships, well, Brad 

proved that.  He started 14 

feature events, 12 were 

Top 5 finishes.  His 3 wins 

came at DuQuoin, Jackson-

ville, and his biggest win 

came at McCool Junction, 

Brad Kuhn ñ2009 POWRi  Nat iona l  Midget  Champion  
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Knepper Memorial back home in 

Belleville, covers 10 days and 

races at fabulous tracks at Rising 

City and  McCool Junction in Ne-

braska, followed by the Belleville 

High Banks in Kansas before re-

turning to Little Belleville in Illinois. 

Check out the POWRi schedule 

available at the POWRi Apparel 

Trailer, contact the tracks for per-

mission to stay on the grounds or 

If you have gotten tired of the 

same old kind of summer vaca-

tion, why don‟t you think „outside 

the box‟ by planning a racing 

vacation and who better to go 

racing with than your favorite 

drivers, the guys of POWRi? 

The annual summer swing, be-

ginning August 1 at US 36 Race-

way in Cameron, MO and ending 

up on August 11 with the Arnie 

look for nearby 

campgrounds.  If 

you don‟t have a 

camper, there 

are motels close 

by all venues.  

Do the whole trip 

or a part of it for 

a new idea in 

vacations.  

   

Looking  For  a  Great  2010 Camping Vacat ion?  

                      Trave l  w i th  the POWRi  Guys  to  Nebraska &  Kansas in  Augus t  

Meet  Your  POWRi  Announcer ñ J im Chi lders  

That great voice you hear 

over the PA at the races 

belongs to the one and 

only Big Jim Childers. He 

has been doing „his thing‟ 

for POWRi since its‟ incep-

tion 5 years ago. In addi-

tion, he announces races 

at GIR and ??. 

Born and raised in Me-

tropolis, IL he and his wife 

still live there. Their family 

has increased recently 

from 2 daughters to in-

clude a son-in-law and 2 

grandsons. 

Jim is employed with Honey-

well Co. for the last 36 

years. His real love, race 

announcing, is enhanced by 

his enjoyment of the racing 

action and the “community” 

of the racing family. His big-

gest turnoff is to hear people 

complain and be „negative‟. 

Right now Jim‟s favorite 

chuckle is telling me about 

Micro racer, Jimmy Wells, 

who has a sponsor listing on 

his race car that says: “Jim 

Childers's Toupees and Hair 

Care Dressing‟ and touts 

Jim‟s hairdo as „The Official 

Toupee of POWRi‟ and lists 

Jim‟s phone number. He 

says he has even received a 

few phone calls for his 

„services‟ (Maybe another 

career in the future?) Come 

to the pits after the races 

and say Hi—he would love to 

talk to you and you can even 

talk to you and you can de-

cide if he really does wear a 

toupee.  

 

Aerial shot of Junction Motor Speedway in Nebraska. 


